1 Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam, ed., Novum instrumentum, introduction by Heinz Holeczek (Stuttgart, 1986) ; facsimile of: Erasmus, ed., Novum instrumentum (Basel, 1516 They saw further evidence that Erasmian theology could lead to heresy, when a volume arrived in Leuven at the end of 1518, containing a number of Latin treatises by an Augustinian monk, the still obscure German theologian Martin Luther. 4 This volume had been brought out late in 1518 by Erasmus' publisher Johann Froben. The theologians of the Leuven faculty scented heresy in a number of the opinions expressed. They took steps to prevent the dissemination of the work, drew the attention of their colleagues on Cologne's faculty of theology to the work, and systematically examined it with a view to condemnation. Froben's publication of a collection of Luther's treatises seriously disrupted the understanding between Erasmus and his colleagues on the Leuven faculty of theology. The latter suspected the humanist of having had a hand in publishing the work during his time in Basel in the summer of 1518, as well as of having penned the elegantly Latinate prefaces.
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This was the beginning of a decades-long struggle on two fronts for Leuven's faculty of theology: against Erasmus and humanistic theological innovation and against Luther and other Protestant reformers along with their followers in the Low Countries. This chapter will examine the stance adopted in polemical works written by Leuven theologians against Erasmianism and humanism, but it is unavoidable that this will involve consideration of the struggle against Luther and early Protestantism, as many of them saw this simply as an extreme form of Erasmianism. I will begin by considering at some length the confl icts in 1519. This key year saw three developments: Jacques Masson, effectively on behalf of the faculty, published a fundamental critique of Erasmian innovations in theology; the University of Leuven accepted the Collegium Trilingue; and the faculty of theology issued a formal condemnation of some aspects of Luther's theology. Next, I will discuss the later career of Masson, one of the most famous opponents of Luther and the best
